[Fournier's gangrene: anatomo-clinical features in adults and children. Therapy update].
Fournier's gangrene is a skin infectious-necrotising process in the peri-neogenital area affecting males, usually in their sixties or seventies. Isolated flora from cultures of the necrotic lesion is commonly multi-microbial. In a majority of cases both aerobic and anaerobic micro-organisms are found in the cultures, Escherichia coli being the most commonly identified germ. Although considered in the past an idiopathic condition, in most patients today a genitourinary, anorectal or dermal triggering factor can be identified. There are a series of systemic host debilitating disorders such as diabetes mellitus, chronic alcohol abuse, and malignant neoplasia that are associated to this condition and may be considered risk factor to suffer this disease. Fournier's gangrene in children show specific bacteriological, pathogenic, clinical, therapeutic and prognostic features that distinguish it from that in adults. The most extensively accepted management for this condition includes therapy with broad-spectrum parenteral antibiotics and early and aggressive surgical debridement of the necrotic areas. Mortality continues to be high, ranging between 10-80% in the various series. Finally, a group of 7 patients with Fournier's gangrene is analyzed (1991-1998) aiming to establish a comparison between our results and those seen in recent series.